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ONE QUESTION, SEVERAL ANSWERS 
BARBARA JANE REYES 
 
 

After Claire Kageyama-Ramakrishnan 
 
Where did your father live? 
House of Bamboo, Isle of Gold.  
 
Where did your father live?  
Tall reeds at the riverbanks.  
               
Where did your father live?  
Near the estuary, in a man-made refuse heap.  
 
Where did your father live?  

By a deserted mango tree.  
With mangoes, oversweet mangoes dropping from that tree.  

 
Where did your father live?  
Battlefield trenches.  
 
Where did your father live?  

With binds of hemp rope.  
Dirt floor and no bed.  

 
Where did your father live?  

Waiting in hulls to see the sun.  
Waiting in cages like an animal.  
Waiting for a state of grace.  

 
Where did your father live?  
In the forest cathedral.  
 
Where did your father live?  

With his sisters,  
Ancients -- Diwata, Diosa.  

 
Where did your father live?  
In Mama Mary's heart.  
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Where did your father live?  
Exodus, Revelation.  
 
Where did your father live?  

With 5 iron brands.  
With typhoons and swamp grass.  
With years as a guerrilla, warfare erasure.  
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