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Kartika Review publishes literary fiction, poetry, and non-
fiction that endeavor to expand and enhance the mainstream 
perception of Asian American creative writing. The journal also 
publishes book reviews, literary criticism, author interviews, 
and artwork, turning its focus on works relevant to the Asian 
Diaspora or authored by individuals of Asian descent. 
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MISSION STATEMENT  

 

Kartika Review serves the Asian American 

community and those involved with Diasporic 

Asian-inspired literature. We scout for 

compelling Asian American creative writing 

and artwork to present to the public at large. 

Our editors actively solicit contributions from 

established virtuosos in our community in 

hopes their works here will inspire the next 

generation of virtuosos. We also showcase 

emerging writers and artists we foresee to be 

the future powerhouses of their craft. 

Ultimately, Kartika strives to create a literary 

forum that caters to and celebrates the 

wordsmiths of the Asian Diaspora. 
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ȰPontchartrainȱ 
Suejin Jo, 2005 

Oil dry pigment on canvas, 39" x 39" 
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ȰWhere Rivers Meetȱ 
Suejin Jo, 2003 

Oil dry pigment on canvas, 60" x 44" 
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ARTIST STATEMENT 

Suejin Jo 
 

My paintings are the product of 
intuitive navigation between the 
two worlds of my life; 
understated delicate lines of the 
Asian sensibility and assertive 
corporeal Western one.  

 
Ȱ!ÚÁÌÅÁ &ÉÅÌÄȱ 

Suejin Jo, 2009 
Oil dry pigment on canvas, 12" x 12" 

 

I start with the lines. I let the first layer of paint seep under the 
lines organically. Then I build the muscles and the skin with oil 
and dry pigment. With a palette knife I knead the dry pigment 
onto wet oil paint at various drying stages. This is the process 
of "River of No Return." There is no room for afterthought. 
 

 
�W�� Artist Biography  ��
 

Suejin Jo, Korean-born abstract painter based in New York, 
studied with Stamos and Vytlacil at the Art Students League. 
She paints with unique medium of oil and dry pigment which 
gives a picture surface much like old fresco painting. Helen 
Harrison of The New York Times described her painting as 
ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ȰÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÁÎÃÉÅÎÔ ×ÁÌÌ ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇȱȢ 3ÈÅ 
exhibited widely in and around New York and in Korea.  Her 
most recent solo show was at the Broome Street Gallery as a 
result of winning Jacob and Gwendolyn Lawrence Solo 
Exhibition Award 2008, sponsored by the New York Artists 
Equity Association. Her work is in many private and public 
collections including Library of Congress, Chase Manhattan 
Bank, General Instrument Company, Embassy of San Marino, 
Sogang University, Ahl Foundation, and Korea Exchange Bank. 
Her paintings are currently displayed in the US Embassies in 
two countries, East Timor and Mexico. 


